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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEI^IOAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  1947. 


Mr.  Chairman/  Ladj?-,  & G-entlemen, 

I herewith  beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  on 
the  health  of  the  district  for  the  year  ending 
31st  December,  1947» 


--  Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 


Area  (in  acres)  

Population  

Number  of  Inhabited  houses  ... 
Rateable' Value  ..V  ...  " 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate 


82,  827. 
...  12,  830. 

3,  727. 
...  £99,  776. 
...  £413.  4.  S'!. 


The  two  main  occupations  in  the  area  are  coal 
mining  and  agriculture,  the  former  being  in  the 
eastern  part  of  the  district. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

BIRTHS. 

M. 

..  Legitimate  95 

Illegitimate  . b 

iol 


F. 

81 

6 

87  ■*  188 


Birth  Rate I4.6  per  1,000  per  annum  compared  with 

lb. 4 per  1,000  per  annum  In  194^.  Birth 
Rate  for  England  and  Wales  In  1947  was 
20.5  1,000  per  annum. 


STILL  BIRTHS. 


M,  F. 

Legitimate  2 - 

Illegitimate  ~ 1 


2,  1 


3. 
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Total  Rate  (Live  and  ) 14.9  IjOOO  per  annum 

compared  with  17® 2 per  1,000  per  annum  in  1946. 

The  total  numher  of  deaths  registered  during 
the  year  was  I48  compared  with  I35  in  I946,  > 

Death  Rate;--  11. 5 P©i^  1,000  per  annum  compared  with 
10.7  1,000  per  annum  in  I946. 

The  death  rate  for  England  and  Ifales  in  1947 
was  12 oO  per  1,0Q0  per  annum. 

The  throe  main  causes. of  deaths  wore;- 

Inhra  -Orar'i al  Vascular’  Lesions",  I9  ’ , 

lubcrcl' '..on  s 16 

e ct"  ^ u.  o ^ a o e o ^^7 . 

82 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis  and  Other  Puerperal  Causesi 

NIL  « / 

. Infantile  Mo  r-t.al  i t y , 

The  total' nuraher  of  deaths  under  one  yaar  of 
age  was  8 compared  with  7 in' 1946, 

M.  F. 

Legitimate  5»  3*  «•  8 

Illegitimate  - 

Death  Rato  of  all  Infants  under  one  year . in 
England  and  V/ales  per  1,000  Live  Births  was  44 
compared  with  43  1946. 

Deaths  from  Cancer:-  There  were  I6  deaths  from 


this 

cause. 

11 

Ty  px  lO  i d F e v ^,r , 

Nil 

!l 

*'  Measles 

Nil 

11 

” Fhc oping  Cough 

1 

n 

” Diarrhoea 

1 

1! 

( " Tuberculosis 

(Respiratory  '&  Other  forms) 16 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FER  THE  AREA. 


1 « Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  examination  and  analysis  of  Clinical  Material 
(Sputum,  Sv/abs,  etc.,)  Milk  and  water  is  under  the 
control  of  the  County  Council. 

2.  Nurslnp;  in  the  Homo. 

(a)  General . Most  of  the  district  is  supplied 
with  nurses  havihg  the  C.M.3.  qualifications  and 
supplied  by  ,the’  County  Nursing  Association,  under  the 
control  of  the  County  Council,  the  funds  being  provided 
by  voluntary  contributions,  with  the  addition  in 
some  instance  of  small  fees. 

(E)  Infectious  Diseases.  Relief o nurses  from  the 
Cbunty  Nursing  Association  when  available, 

3*  Hospitals. 

(a)  Infectious  Disease.  West  Northumberland  Joint 
Infectious  Hospital  situated  at  Lemington;  takes  in 
cases  from  NeV/burn,  Gosforth,  Prudhoo,  and  Hexham  Urban 
Districts,  and  from  Hexham  and  Castle  Ward  districts, 

68  beds, 

(B)  Smallpox,  jfirrangements  have  been  made  with  the 
Earsdon  Joint  Hospital  Board  to  remove  and  treat  cases 
occuring  In  this  area, 

(C)  Tuberculosis,  Provision  is  made  by  the 

County  Council  in  their  sanatoria  and  Ponteland  Emergency 
Hospito.l.  .. 

(D)  General  Medical  and  Surgical.  Treated  in  the 
various  EoLplials  in  Newcastle-upon-Tyne . 

* 

Maternii:vL^  Princess  M^ry  Maternity  Hospital 
N e wc  a s 1 lo -upo  n -1  y n e , Nc  c a s 1 1 e General  H o s pi  t al  •(abnormal 
cases)  Lilt ton.  Hall,  Corbridge  and  Mona  Taylor  Maternity 
Horn e , 3 1 annlng t on, 

4 • Ambulance  Facilities , 

‘■...■■.0  oi'  (a)  Infectious  Cases,  - Removed  by  respective 
' : ' Hospital  Authorities, 

(B)  Non-Inf eotiou.s  and  Accident  Cases. 

The^  district:  v.:as  served  by  ambulance  from  National 
Coal  Board,  East  V/albottle  Unit , Ponteland,  Corbridge  Branch 
British  Red  Cross  Sooioty,  Dinnington  Colliery,  and 
Morpeth  RsD.C.,  ai-.rangement s having  been  made  with  the 
various  authorities  mentioned. 
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PREVSLANCE  of,  and  CONi'HOL  O''/; 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


Disease. 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Total 

No, 

Deaths, 

Smallpox 

Nil..  . 

Scarlet  Fever 

10 

Nil  ■ 

Pneumonia 

12 

5 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

5 

Nil 

Whooping  C®ugh 

31 

1 

Diphtheria 

2 

Nil 

Erysipelas 

7 

Nil 

Measles 

77 

Nil 

Dysentery.  .(Sonn’) 

Nil 

BAalaria 

— 

Nil 

'Cerebro  Spinal)-' 
Men.i.ngitls) 

1 

Nil 

• :■ . Total  Gases 

145  Total 

Dths,  6, 

i 1 I'l , !■  a.  ■ 1 ii  II  ,1 , ii ■« , rgyaj'.i?, 

S c ri r let  Fever, 


« 1C Cci.ee >-3  notified  .eompared  with  20,  in  I946. 

■ • , Dipii  thermal 

; / 2[,  not.ir'ied  oompai'ed  Wi'th  4 in  I946 

Thu  nu.r'ii:!;'''  of  ■ eliilch'en  immunised  during  the 
year  wae  FIT  oomparecl  with  30I.  in-  I946. 

; ■ consider  that  the  percentage  of  children 

proteotec,  ill  t.h.i.e  area  is  satisfactory. 


lubc^roulosls . 


Puimo  r.'  ary  No  n-Pulmo  nary , 

IF..  F^  M„  F, 

0 1':.'-., 


Total  7. 
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No  schools  were  closel  during  the  j'^ear  on 
- account  of  infecuious  disease  or  other  causes. 

Bacteriological  Examination.  • 


Positive 

Negative 

Total 

S'putum  for  T.B, 

19 

40 

59 

Swabs  for  'B. Diphtheria 

3 

20 

23 

Blood  for  Agglutination, 

2 

2 

Bitlscellan'eo-us  specimens , 

10 

11 

21 

There  sire  many  districts,  which  require  new  houses 
and  water  suppl.ies,  Dinnington  Colliery  . being  the 
”Bla.ck  Cijot'*  of  the  district.  Housing' at  Dinnington 
Village  and  Hanlerigg  is  proceeding  as  well  as  supplies 
and  labour  will  allow. 

During  the  epidemic  of  Acute  Poliomyelitis  there 
were  two  susp-octed  oases,  both  of.  which  wore  proved 
negative,;- 

A m.iid  cutbroaJL  of  food  poisoninglwas  traced 
to  a type  of  cooked  sacusagc  prepared  by  a large 
distributing  firm.  This  outbreak  coincided  with  others 
in  neighbouring  districts,  which  ivexe-also  traced  to  the 
same  food  stuff, 

I would  like  to  thank  the  Council  for  their 
sympathetic  consideration  to  me.  My:  thanks  is  also 
due  to  my  colleagues  in  the  department  for  help  in  the 
production  of  this  report  and  for  their  assistcunce 
during  the  ye/..r, 

I am, 

Mr,  Chairman,  Lady  & G-entloraen, 
Your  Obedient  Servant, 

HAHaLD  J.  NICHOLSON  M.B.Ch.B 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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CASTLB  y/ARD  HJRAL  DISTRICT  CQUITOIL 


ELease  cancel  pa^e  7 & 8 (front  & back)  of  the  Annual  Report,  I947.,  and  insert  this  leaf. 


annual  report  of  ths  sakit-\ry  inspector.  1947. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Lady,  & Gentlemen,- 

I beg.  to  present  for  your  consideration  the 
Annual  Report  of  the  Y7ork  of  the  Sanitary  Department, 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSg^NCLS  OF  THLAREA. 

• - \/ATSR . 

The  Newcastle  Sc  Gateshead  Water  Company  supply 
water  under  pressure  to  the  Eastern  part  of  the 
district.  It  is  considered  that  approximately  two 
thirds  of  the  population  are  served  from  this  source. 

The  rema-Mer  V7hi.oh  are  spread  over  the  western, 

. north  western,  ■ and  south  western  part  of  the  district 
rely  on  wells  and  springs,  and  in  a few  cases  boreholes, 

A comprehensive  scheme  for  supplying  the  entire  £irea 
of  the  district  with  a piped  water  supply  is  under 
consideration. 

Private  Water  Supplies^ 

The  follovidng  villages  are  supplied. by  the  ov/ners 
of  the  estates:*-  Stannington,  Belsay,  Gaphoaton,  Matfen 
* Dalton,  Berwick  Hill,  Rya,l  and  Ogle, 

Council  Water  Supplies,  ' 

The  Council,  supplies  water  under  pressure  to  the 
villages  of:-  Whalton,  Stamfordham,  KirkJneaton  and  Heddon, 

During  the  year  under  review  samples  wore  taken  from 
each  of  the  four  supplies  for  Chemical  Analysis  and 
Bacteriological  Examination.  Of  the  samples,  all  were 
satisfactory  oheraically,  but  bacteriologically  or.e 
sample  indicated  slight  cont^\min{:ition,  .Further  cho' k 
samples  w'ere  taken  to  trace  the  source  of  contaminstion, 
and  after  rededial  measures  by  the  Engineer  and  Su:  mpror, 
final  Samples  proved  satisfactory. 

No , of  , Chemical  No.  of  Bacteriological 

Sample  3 , Test,  Samples,  Test, 

6 Satisfactory  4 Satisfactory, 

2 Slight  Oont?inination 
(B,  Coli) 

Total  No.  of  Samples  12, 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 


There  have  been  extensions,  remodelling,  and 
new  systems  complete  with  septic  tank  and  filter  beds 
laid  during  the  year.  In  this  connection  883  yards 
of  drains  have  been  tested,  the  works  comprising  of 
10  extensions,  2 remodelling  and  10  new  drainage 
systems.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  of  the  10  nev/ 
drainage  systems,  5 were  installed  to  farmhouses  in 
conjunction  with  batliroom  and  W.Cs,  In  all  cases  where 
necessary,  provision  was  made  on  the  drainage  system  for 
the  connection  of  the  adjoining  farm  cottages, 

CLOSET  AOGOMMODATION, 

During  the  year  there  has  been  I3  conversions  from 
privy  ashpits  to  the  water  carriage  system,  all  the 
conversions  were  to  isolated  houses. 

The  drainage  systems  in  all  cases  satisfied  the 
requirements  of  the  department, 

RIVERS  AI^D  STREAMS. 

No  action  was  taken  under  this  heading, 

CLEANSING. 

The  work  of  cleansing  is  done  by  direct  labour. 

The  parishes  nb'w  being  serviced  by  this  method  are 
Ponteland,  D^Irras  Hall,  Little  Callerton,  Heddon-on-thc- -Wall 
Whalton,  West  Brunton,  and  North  Gosforth.  A nunbei-’  of 
houses  in  the  Parishes  of  Woolsington,  Nev/biggon  ..nd 
Prestv/ick  are  serviced  by  arrangement, 

A team  of  seven  men,  one  7 cub.  yard,  refuse 
collector  and  a small  Austin  truck  is  employed  on  t’  1,-  work. 
The  renting  of  garages  to  -house  these  vehicles  ho.s  seen 
discontinued.  Land  was  bought  to  form  a "Council  Yard" 
and  a garage  large  enough. to  accommodate  one  ton  cub, yard 
and  two  7 cub,  yard  refuse  collectors  has  been  erected. 

This  has  been  done  with  a view  to  the  future  extension 
of  the  cleansing  service. 


salva&e. 

It  was  a connon  thought  that  after  the  war  the 
necessity  for  the  collection  of  salvage,  e.g.  waste  paper, 
bottlep,jars  and  scrap  iron  would  bo  discontinued.  The 
acceptance  of  this  assumption  has  undoubtedly  caused  the 
falling  off  of  the  quantity  how  put  out  for  collection. 

There  has  been  a slight  decrease  in  the  amount 
of  waste  paper  collected  this  year  as  compfired  with  1946, 


Tons, 

cwts. 

Q,rs, 

Lbs, 

£ , 

S. 

Paper  and  Cardboard, 

33 

7 

212. 

13. 

Scrqp  Iron, 

1 

19. 

— 

4. 

12. 

Rags  and  Sacking, 

18. 

3- 

— 

18. 

5. 

Bones, 

9. 

2. 

11. 

Bottles  and  Jars. 

2. 

1. 

i2i- 

20. 

91 

TOTaL  - 

36. 

16. 

0. 

12^r 

£258. 

12. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  TriS  DISTRICT, 

Under  the  Rural  Housing  Survey  the  houses  in 
the  following  nine  centres  of  Development  in  the 
district  were  subject  to  detailed  examlnationk 

1,  Dinnington  Colliery 
" Village, 

Hazlerlgg, 

2*  Heddon-on-the-Wall, 

3.  Pont eland, 

4.  Stamf  ordiiam. 

5*  . Whalton, 

6*  Belsay* 

7.  Matfen, 

8,  Capheaton* 

9*  Woolslngton, 
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MVOVO  CXJOO  t? 


The  result  of  the  survey  ds'  herewith 
appended. 

Centres  of  Development.  Category, 


^ ^ 

.1,  Dinnington  Colliery  ; 

Dlnnington  Village,  ■) 
Hazlerigg,  • • ■ ■ ) 

„ 1. 

- 1 

2, 

4. 

1 5* — 

15 
. -108 

44 

150 

25 

'"U 

2 

2,  Heddon-on-the-Wall 

— 

6 

6 

32:; 

. 45 

3.  Ponteland, 

3 

16 

34 

10 

9 

4*  Stamfordham, 

20 

a 

5.  Whaiton,. 

- 

8 

8 

19 

5 

6,  Bel say. 

, ‘ - 

1 

2 

26 

7.  Mat fen. 

1 

t. ' 

4 

19. ' 

- 

8,  Capheaton, 

- 

-- 

■ 

22 

1 

9.  V/oolsington, 

t' 

28 

4 

5 ' 

* 

5 

TOTAL 

146 

112 

344 

166 , 

.:305. 

The  oxaninatlon  of  the  houses  In  the  area 
surrounding  the  nine  centres  is  prooe^ding.: 

Although  reasonable  process  has  been  oade  In 
the  execution  of  repairs  to  dwelling  houses,  the  position 
of  laboxir  and  materials  continued  to  prove  difficult. 

In  this  connection  Building  LloSOSes  were  Issued  on 
behalf  of  the  Ministry  of  works  under  the  following 
headings. 


Housing  Maintenance 

Increased  Housing 
accommodation. 

Improved  Housing, 

Agricultural  Housing, 


121  Licenses  I 


6 

29 

8o 


! 


In  SAldition  -to  the  following  table  many  works 
were  carriei  out  by  - infernal  a^ilicru; 


Nu.isarjcee  dealt  with 
work  roguirod  to  be  done 


Verbal 
or  written 
notice 


Compliod 

With 


To  clear  choked  drain  or  W,C. 
To  provide  aehbins  , 

To  repair  einke  or • wastepipe s 
Defoe tive  or  leaky  roofs, 
damp  walls  etc., 

Def ec'iir e fireplaces , 

Defoe  tive  Or.  ibuildings 
Defective  Meiihoie  covers  - • 
hater  closets 
'•  flash  cords  0 


ii 

Of  f ens  j.ee 
Def CO  tiv3 

Ii 

Ii  ■ 


D'alJ  ih  aster , 
ao  ciAmi.l  a‘l  1 o n s „ 
ceiJ.ings. 
Foodstores . 
l:l':.-grat;es  , 


17 

1 

21 

17 

9 

2 

4 

25 

11 

2 

3 

33 

34 


17 

9 

8 


21 

11 

6 

2 

A. 

IQ 

11 


b 

27 

34 
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Water  Sanitary 

Supply.  Drainage.  Conveniences 


OT’  WORK  JSFFECTED. 


After 

Le  bter  ' 
or 

Interview 

After 

i ' R.  o c 1 

No  bice 



WO TAJ  j 

PrivlCvS  abolished,,  o ... 

” repaired  

7 

7 

Privy  ashpits  abolished 

14 

14 

" ’•  roofed  or  repaired 

Pall  closets  abolished  ... 

— 

— 

Water  Closets  provided  ... 

13 

13 

Watej’  Close’bs  repaired  ... 

9 

— 

9 

Se.nibar'/  bins  provided  ... 

9 

— 

9 

''  ” renewed 

1 

15 

— 

15 

1 

1 New  drains  oonBiriicted  (other 

I ne7/  houses) 

10 

10 

Drsino  :'"':^pr.irec.  ^jr  reconstructed  10 

— 

10 

{ Additional  gull.-'.es  provided 

19 

19 

! Old  gullies  replaced. 

7 

_ 

7 

1 Scullery  sinks  provided. 

18 

— 

18 

1 " was'CG  pipes  repaired. 

4 

4 

'■  " tra.pped 

— 

— 

— 

Yards  repai'fii  or  reconstructed 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Sources  closed  or  discontinued. 

..  No. of 

houses  affected 

2 

New  services  provided No. 

of  housesaf f ected 

c. 

RIVERS  PO LLUTIO N : - 


Cases  detected 


Particulars 


Remedied -do- .7 

S.D.  Works  Provided..?..  -do-.  .PViYatQly 

tanks  complete  v/ith 

filter  beds. 


Tho  Counoll  continue  to  operate  tho  powers  under 
the  above  ^ict  aiicL  Order  as  do  legated  from  the  CeunLy 
Council c 


courses  in  the  methods  of  rodine  destruction 

The  Council’s  I7  sewage  works  and  tv7o  refuse 


of  any  magnitude,  A not,  inconsidorablo  number  of 
ft'irms  and  agricultural  business'  have  conti'acts 
with  the  War  Agricultural  lixocutivo  Cornmitteo  for  the 
servicing  of  their  estates  and  property, 

CAMPING-  bITES, 

■ There  are  no  camping  sites  within  the  area.  Four 
modern  caravans  have  been  licensed  for  a period 
of  twelve  months. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Milk  Supply. 

Ninety  one  samples  of  milk  wore  taken  and  submitted 
for  oxcumination  as  .sot  out  below. 

Out  of  89  samples  of  undesignatod  milk 
submitted  to  the  County  LaboiJatory,  Newburn, 

50  Satisfied  the  Methylene  Blue  Test. 


II  II  / ■ II 

11  II  70  II 

It  II  3^  II 


2 

19 


Of  eighty"  two  samples  submitted  to  tho  test  for 
Tuberculosis  seventy  six  were  reported  as  showing  Tubercul 
NOT  FOUND,^  four  were  inconclusive,  and  in  two /tuberculosis 
was  PPi.E3ANT,  The  animals  were  slaughtered  and  subsequent 
sfunples  from_  these  sources  proved  negative. 
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UNSOUND  FOOD 


S'urrondered 


Saizcd 


Pro coed 
intco , 


1.  Boef  (Horne  Ki3-lcd)stt 

2.  Beef  (Imported)  " 

3.  Mutton  (Homo  Killed" 

4.  Mutton  (imported) 

5.  Pork, 

b,  Game,  Ipj 

7.  Poultry,  II 

8.  Fish,  ■ " 

9.  Fruit  (lbs.) 

10,  Canned  Goods  (tins  ) 


11.  Bacon 

12.  Choose 

13.  Butter 

14.  Lard, 


lbs. 

n 

11 


16 


Eggd, 

ether  woods. 
Condensed  Milk  lb 


‘i  i'* 

L;  J,  11  b 


Spl; 

Cake  Mixture 


do  f. 
4.- . , 


lbs 

i) 


21 

89 

6| 


1 

6 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES  OHDEPl.  1926. 

Section  6 (1)  and  (4) 

Number  of  Cowkeepers  (registered)  - Tuberculin  Tested  lO 


in  district  Accredited  24 

Undesignated  8l 

115 


Approximate  number  of  cows  kept,  4;300 

No.  of  cows  supplied  with  water  by 

Newcastle  & Gsiteshead  Water  Co.,  Approx.,  1,000 

No,  of  other  cattle  supplied  with  „ 

water  by  Newcastle  & Gateshead  Water  Co.  3 >500 


Total  No,  of  cattle  other  than  dairy 
covifs  in  the  area. 
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109 , 000 
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HOUSES  COMPLLTLD  DUJilNG  THE 
YIt.R. 

With 

State 

As  sis tan c 

• Un.- 
. aided 

.'■i 

1 

To  u a-'-  j 

“ i 

1 

(a)  3y  Local  Authority: 

1 

i 

Permanent 

16 

16 

Temporary 

10  conv 

or  ted 

10 

army 

huts 

(b)  Hy  other  bodies: 

Permanent 

Nil 

11 

11 

Temporary 

1 

1 

R£Ba:DY  OF  DEFECTS  \/ITIiOUT  BSRVlCY 


OF  FOIGUL  NOT  I OF  3. 


Number  of  clofoctive  dwelling  houses  rendered 

fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by 

Local  Authority  or  its  officers.  • ,.’4?... 

action  UNPFR  STiiTUTGRY  POWLKS . 

Proceedings  unde’'’  Soot  ion  9,  10  & • • ' 

TF"'of ' tiTo'  Hcueiri,^' Act , ' i9%b. 

For  the  sub-sections  A,  B,  and  D '•Mil” 
returns  iu^ve  been  supplied, 

(C)  _?roc  ee dings  under  S ection  11 ' and  I3 
Housing  Act,  19lb. 

■(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  . i6'  ' 
of  which  Demolition  Orders  v/ere  made  ' 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  g 

in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders.  ....... 


I am., 

Mr.  Chairman,  Lady,  & G-entlomen,' 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

LRIC  . • WM . STRiiCKAN . M .R  .3.1.  M . 3 , 1 . A 
Sanitary  Inspi^ctor, 
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